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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 1-29 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Claims 1-10 have been canceled and claims 
1 1 -29 are newly submitted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Malme 
et al., US Pub. No.: 2002/0019802 A1. 

3. As per claim 1 1 , Malme et al. teaches an electricity distribution system, 
comprising: 

a number of producers and a number of consumers, each consumer receiving 
electrical power from a common electrical network connecting the producers with the 
consumers (abstract; 0042; U 0051; U 0136; Figs. 1-2, 4-6 and 17); 

a first trading system for trading electricity contracts corresponding to electricity 
to be distributed on said electricity distribution system (abstract; U 0136; ^| 0012-0013; 1f 
0015-0017; 1J0021); 
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a price information dissemination unit, connected to said first trading system, for 
distributing price information corresponding to prices for the electricity contracts traded 
in the trading system (U 0013; U 0015; H 0045; U 0021; H 0136; Figs. 17-20); 

means for connecting each consumer with said price dissemination unit to enable 
each consumer to receive said price information (H 0013; H 0015; U 0021) and 
means for enabling each consumer to vary the consumer's electricity consumption 
based on the received price information flj 0045; H 0012-0013; H 0015-0017; H 0021; 
Figs. 17-20). 

4. As per claim 12, Malme et al. teaches a system according to claim 1 1 described 
above. Malme et al. further teaches the system comprising means for settlement in 
response to the price information received from the trading system fl| 0045; U 0017; U 
0061; H 0108; H 0181). 

5. As per claim 13, Malme et al. teaches a system according to claim 1 1 described 
above. Malme et al. further teaches the system wherein the first trading system is a 
balancing market of the electricity system, and wherein the price information is based 
on a real time price determined within the balancing market fl| 0045; U 0017; 1} 0061 ; H 
01 08; 1| 01 81). 

6. As per claim 14, Malme et al. teaches a system according to claim 1 1 described 
above. Malme et al. further teaches the system wherein the first trading system is an 
exchange for trading electricity within the electricity system, and wherein the price 
information is based on a spot market price determined within the exchange flj 0087; H 
0136; 1j0142; H 0147). 
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7. As per claim 15, Malme et al. teaches a system according to claim 1 1 described 
above. Malme et al. further teaches the system further comprising a second trading 
system for trading electricity contracts in the electricity system connected to the price 
information dissemination unit, wherein the price information is further based on prices 
for the contracts traded in the second trading system (H 0022-0023; 1J0087; 11 0042; 1J 
0142; H 0147). 

8. As per claim 16, Malme et al. teaches the price information dissemination unit for 
disseminating electricity price information to a number of consumers of electricity 
connected to an electricity network, the unit comprising: 

means, connected to a first trading system used for trading electricity contracts 
corresponding to electricity to be distributed on said electricity network, for receiving 
price information relating to prices at which electricity contracts are traded at the trading 
system fl] 0013; 1J 0015; U 0021; Figs. 17-20), 

means for forming a price information message corresponding to the received 
prices and means for transmitting the message to the consumers (U 0013; U 0015; U 
0021; Figs. 17-20). 

9. As per claim 17, Malme et al. teaches a price information dissemination unit 
according to claim 16 described above. Malme et al. further teaches wherein the first 
trading system is a balancing market and the price information corresponds to a real 
time price determined within the balancing market (U 0045; U 0017; U 0061 ; If 0108; U 
0181). 
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1 0. As per claim 1 8, Malme et al. teaches a price information dissemination unit 
according to claim 16 described above. Malme et al. further teaches wherein the first 
trading system is an exchange for trading electricity within the electricity system, and 
wherein the price information corresponds to a spot market price determined within the 
exchange fl| 0087; U 0136; U 0142; U 0147). 

11. As per claim 1 9, A price information dissemination unit according to claim 16, 
further comprising: 

means connected to a second trading system used for trading electricity contracts 
corresponding to electricity to be distributed on said electricity network for receiving 
prices at which contracts are traded at the second trading system fl| 0022-0023; 1J 0087; 
H 0042; U 0142; 1J0147). 

12. As per claim 20, Malme et al. teaches a method of settlement for use in an 
electricity distribution system comprising a number of producers and a number of 
consumers, each consumer receiving electrical power from an electrical network 
connecting the producers with the consumers, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving from a first trading system for trading electricity contracts corresponding 
to electricity to be distributed on said electricity distribution system price information 
relating to the electricity contracts traded flj 0022-0023; 1J0087; U 0042; U 0142; U 
0147). 

forming a price information message corresponding to the received price 
information flj 0084), 
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transmitting the price information message to the consumers to enable each 
consumer to receive price information corresponding to the prices from the trading 
system (H 0022-0023; 0087; If 0042; fl 0142; H 0147), and 

performing settlement based on the price information and on a response from the 
consumer to the price information (H 0054; 1J 01 15). 

13. As per claim 21, Malme et al. teaches an electricity distribution system, 
comprising: 

a number of producers and a number of consumers, each consumer receiving 
electrical power from an electrical network connecting the producers with the 
consumers (abstract; Figs. 1 and 5-17): 

a first trading system for trading electricity contracts corresponding to electricity 
to be distributed on said electricity distribution system (abstract; H 0012-0013; U 0015- 
0017; H 0021; Figs. 1 and 5-17); 

a price information dissemination unit, connected to said first trading system, for 
receiving prices related to traded electricity contracts, generating price information 
corresponding to the received prices, and distributing the price information (H 0013; 1J 
0015; H0021; Figs. 17-20); 

a communication system for connecting each consumer with said price 
dissemination unit and enabling each consumer to receive said price informational 
0013; 1J0015; H0021; Figs. 17-20); and 

control equipment, connected to the communication system, for enabling each 
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consumer to vary the consumer's electricity consumption depending on the received 



price information ffl 0012-0013; U 0015-0017; H 0021; Figs. 17-20). 




14. 


As per claim 22, claim 22 is equivalent of claim 13 rejection. 


Please refer to 


claim 


1 3 rejection described above. 




15. 


As per claim 23, claim 23 is equivalent of claim 14 rejection. 


Please refer to 


claim 


14 rejection described above. 




16. 


As oer claim 24 claim 24 is eauivalent of claim 15 rejection 


Please refer to 


claim 


1 5 rejection described above. 




17. 


As oer claim 25 claim 25 is eauivalent of claim 16 rejection 


Please refer to 


claim 


16 rejection described above. 




18. 


As per claim 26, claim 26 is equivalent of claim 13 rejection. 


Please refer to 


claim 


13 rejection described above. 




19. 


As per claim 27, claim 27 is equivalent of claim 23 rejection. 


Please refer to 


claim 


23 rejection described above. 




20. 


As per claim 28, claim 28 is equivalent of claim 15 rejection. 


Please refer to 


claim 


1 5 rejection described above. 




21. 


As per claim 29, Malme et al. teaches the method according to claim 25 



described above. Malme et al. further teaches wherein the message is formatted as an 
XML-message (Extensible Markup Language), a Dl message (Electronic Data 
Interchange), or any other type of an open API (Application Program Interface) fl| 0074; 
U 0084; H0110). 



V 
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Conclusion 

22. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Liu whose telephone number is 571-270-1370. 
The examiner can normally be reached on IFP. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander G. Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-671 1 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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